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STEP 1:  CONTRACT 

This contract is made and entered into by and between Studebaker Studios, LLC, dba Matthew Studebaker Bird Photography (hereinafter “Studebaker”) and the undersigned individuals taking part in the photo tour, either as a photographing participant, assistants, nest finders, and/or co-leaders (hereinafter “participants(s)”) and/or those accompanying a participant on the tour but not engaging in photography (hereinafter “third party participants”), on the date referenced below. 
To book a photo tour the following forms must be printed out, completed, signed and a deposit mailed to:
Studebaker Studios, LLC
c/o Matthew Studebaker
3339 Fox Run Drive
Richfield, Ohio 44286
DEPOSIT

Please refer to the website for the amount of deposit required to secure your reservation. This deposit is non-refundable, unless the trip is canceled by Studebaker. The remaining balance is due thirty (30) days prior to the photo tour, unless otherwise stated in writing. If the remaining balance is not paid thirty (30) days prior to the photo tour, the participant forfeits their reservation and deposit and their spot will be given to someone on the waiting list.

Reservations are made on a first come first serve basis and shall not be made until participants and/or third party participants send in their deposit and have all required forms on file.  Participants/third party participants who send in their deposits and forms after the photo tour is filled can be put on a waiting list if they wish. 

Please make check or money order payable to: “Studebaker Studios, LLC”

WAIVER FORM

NAME:____________________________________________TOUR:________________________DATES:____________ Participant/third party participant agrees that he/she shall take this tour at his or her sole risk. Studebaker cannot and does not guarantee that birds/photography subject matter will be present or responsive at any given location/time, and no refunds will be made due to a lack of photography subject matter availability. Studebaker shall not be liable to any participant or to any third party participant joining the participant on the tour, or their heirs, administrators, executors, or assigns, as a result of their participation in a photo tour.  Participants/third party participants hereby further agree to release and hold Studebaker harmless from any and all claims, rights, and demands of every kind and character, that may arise by reason of or be related to the participant’s or third party participant’s involvement in a tour, including but not limited to sickness, bodily injury, including death, during or related to this tour, or for items of personal property lost, damaged or stolen. Participants and third party participants hereby waive any claim or loss they may have at any time (now or in the future), against Studebaker, its affiliates, agents, employees, representatives, attorneys, administrators, successors or assigns in connection with the participant and/or third party participant’s involvement in any tour, whether or not such claim or loss results from, or is caused to any degree by, Studebaker or any persons associated with Studebaker. By signing below you acknowledge and agree to this waiver form:

____________________________________________________________________________________
Signature







Date
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WORKSHOP TERMS AND CONDITIONS
NAME:_______________________________________________ TOUR:________________________DATES:____________
Studebaker is both excellent at teaching participants to locate birds and to find just the right position to photograph them. During the photo tour, participants will learn how to fine tune techniques for composing ideal, artistic images and make the most of every photo opportunity.  Photo tour focuses include attracting and approaching birds, selecting and setting up perches for passerines, taking control of the background, and using available light to your advantage. 
If participants choose to arrive to the tour destination early or stay later than the above paid for dates, they are responsible for making all of their own travel, lodging, meal, and any other arrangements. If Matthew is at the location also, it is to do research and prepare for the tour, no workshop will begin until the dates paid for.

While Studebaker is familiar with most current Canon and Nikon camera systems and can answer technical questions from time to time, participants must have a working knowledge of all their equipment prior to the workshop. Studebaker’s Workshops are not designed to educate participants on photography equipment; only very basic informal comments will be made about proper settings and equipment. Under no circumstances will cameras or other equipment be provided by Studebaker for any participants. It is recommended that participants bring a backup camera system, in the case that your equipment is lost, stolen, or not in working condition.
Photo tours will begin at scheduled times regardless of participant’s tardiness in order to be fair to the rest of the group. Group sizes usually range from 3 to 10 and may vary based on the type of tour. Studebaker reserves the right to book over the target group size at his discretion.

Any special dietary, allergenic, physical or other needs/concerns should be communicated to Studebaker with this registry form. Please be sure that you are physically able to participate and are otherwise prepared for certain workshops, as there may be difficult terrain, and some extensive walking distances. Studebaker assumes no responsibility for a participant’s inability to take part in all or part of the tour.  Please contact Studebaker before any tour to find out more about the physical and/or other requirements that may be involved. 
Tours will be held rain or shine. Please be prepared with proper rain gear for you and your equipment. Studebaker will not provide such gear. Studebaker reserves the right to cancel the tour. If for any reason the tour is cancelled by Studebaker, Studebaker will refund the deposits for the workshop, but is not responsible for any incidental cost or other losses incurred as a result of such cancellation, including but not limited to any trip expenses incurred, airfare, lodging, car rentals, or any other expenses or fees of any nature. We recommend purchasing trip insurance for all Participants. 

Participants/third party participants may be photographed, filmed, and/or recorded during a tour. By signing this form, participants and/or third party participants hereby acknowledge and consent that Studebaker can use any of this material for advertising or educational purposes.

Participants/third party participants are responsible for obtaining and purchasing any permits required to photograph on specific locations. Studebaker will communicate the details of these permits if they are required for this specific tour prior to needing such permit.
Transportation and lodging are not included as part of any package, and such arrangements will not be made by Studebaker and Participants/third party participants are responsible for all lodging and travel to and from photo tours. Carpooling to bird sites may be available on some photo tours. Most photo tours have a recommended hotel that is closest to the bird sites. However, participants/third party may choose any lodging arrangements they prefer. There will be a designated meeting point and time each day decided by Studebaker, that all participants will need to meet at to participate on tour.
No pets are allowed on the tours, as not to distract the subject matter. In addition Studebaker does not recommend wearing bright colors, but rather neutral or camouflage so as not to distract the subject matter. No smoking near other particpants, subject matter or in blinds is permitted. Cell phones must be kept on low volume or vibrate as not to distract subject matter. 

Approaching the birds in a very specific way, as suggested by Studebaker, is required to maximize productivity and obtain the best results. While on the tour all participants will be obliged to follow the suggestions for approaching birds, as to be fair to all participants obtaining the best shots possible. 
…WORKSHOP TERMS AND CONDITIONS CONTINUED…

Third Party Participants, i.e. non-photographing spouses and/or friends, may join for free, but may not be able to participate in all activities if space is limited (for example when we use boats, blinds, vans, we will only have room for paying photographers). Any additional expenses incurred by the non-photographer will not be covered by Studebaker. They will also need to fill out/sign a copy of this contract. All other terms of this Agreement shall apply to non-photography Participants.
Not all potential species will be able to be photographed in a single photo tour. Rather, a selection of cooperative and photogenic species will be the focus of each tour based on Studebaker’s discretion.

Participants agree not to directly or indirectly compete with Studebaker’s workshops or tour locations for a period of ten years from this tour date without written consent from Studebaker. Participants acknowledge that Studebaker may, in reliance of this agreement, provide participants access to locations and location information that took a substantial amount of time to acquire and is to be considered to be confidential. Participants agree to retain said information and locations as confidential and not to use said information on his or her own behalf for any monetary gain or disclose the same to any third party for commercial purposes or other monetary gain. This non-compete/nondisclosure agreement shall extend for a radius of 50 miles of all Studebaker’s tour locations and shall be in full force and effect for 10 years from the date of this tour.

More specific details and a basic itinerary will be mailed to registered participants closer to the photo tour date.

I, the undersigned Participant and/or Third Party Participant, have read and agree to the above terms and conditions.

_____________________________________________________________________________




Signature









Date

Print Name
_____________________________________________________________________________




Signature (for third party)







Date

Print Name
_____________________________________________________________________________




Signature
(for third party)







Date

Print Name
*PLEASE PRINT COPIES FOR YOUR RECORDS
(Please download the registration form and complete step 2 to finish booking your tour)
